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T is not improbable that the pioneer German 


a settlers of Alexandria and contiguous sec- 
tions had a place for social worship, with an occa- 
sional preaching service in their own language, 
and at stated times at Mt. Pleasant previous to 
1763. There is no record of their proceedings 
prior to that date. If any was kept, it has been 
lost. There were but few ministers in the Colo- 
nies at that period, and the infant Churches, 
struggling for existence, often waited several years 
before one could be obtained, even for a portion 
of his time, and a regular organization effected by 
the installation of a Pastor and Ruling Elders. 
There was an English Presbyterian congrega- 
tion at that place as early as 1752, as is shown by 
the Minutes of the Presbytery of New Brunswick, 
in which it is called ‘‘The Western Branch of 
Bethlehem ;’’ and at a meeting held at Trenton, 
October 11, 1763, it was designated as ‘‘ The Log 
Meeting House Congregation.”’ It seems entirely 
probable that there was service in German in that 
‘Meeting House’’ as early as there was in Eng- 
lish. That the two congregations worshiped in 
the same house is evident from the language of 
the deed for the lot on which the succeeding 
edifice was built, which land was conveyed by 
Aaron Van Syckel and John Eckel to “‘ The Trus- 
tees of the said Church and Congregation known 
as the Dutch (German) and English Presbyterian 
Church and Congregation of Alexandria.’’ There 
was no occasion probably for disagreement between 
the two organizations relative to the occupancy of 
the pulpit. The Presbyterians and German and 


Dutch Reformed Protestants were so closely allied 
in doctrine as to cordially associate in worship 
and Christian fellowship in the sparsely settled 
localities of the pioneers, and the preaching servi- 
ces were too infrequent for any difficulty to arise 
about the use of the premises. The German pas- 
tor of the Alexandria Church became associated 
with the Churches of Rockaway (Lebanon), Ger- 
man Valley and Foxenburg (Fox Hill), and the 
Presbyterian with Bethlehem and Kingwood. 

The old log Church stood about fifty yards from 
the site of the grist-mill on the road leading to 
the ‘‘ Barrens,’’ and near where Sylvester Mar- 
tin’s house stands. There was a graveyard near 
it, but no memorial stones remain. In digging 
the mill-race now in use, human bones were dis- 
interred. 

In 1795 a meeting of the two congregations was 
held, at which it was resolved that the old build- 
ing was too much dilapidated for use, and that 
subscriptions should be solicited for money for a 
new house of worship. The business lingered and 
the new Church was not erected till 1802. It 
was located in the present cemetery, nearly oppo- 
site the site of the present Church. It was a 
frame structure and familiarly called the ‘‘ New 
in distinetion from the Bethlehem Pres- 


” 


Frame, 
byterian Church of that period, which was under 


’ 


the same pastorate and called the ‘‘ Old Frame.’ 

May 18, 1802, the German Reformed Synod, at 
the request of the congregation, transferred the 
Church to the care of the Presbytery of New 


Brunswick. The German language had become 


so much superseded by the English that the reli- 
gious services thereafter were conducted in the 
latter tongue. 

Many of the names in the register represent the 
lineal ancestors of families still living in this 
county. The variations which their orthography, 
in many cases, has undergone, is of interest to the 
genealogist as well as to the families to which 
they belong. The Abgerts have become Apgars ; 
Bellesfeldt is now Bellis ; Bickel is Pickel ; Bohn 
is called Bunn; Blum is written Bloom ; Hauss- 
child Housel ; Holtxeiser, Hulsizer; Jung, 
Young ; Ohlbach, Alpaugh ; Schmid, Smith ; 
Schneider, Snyder ; Ziedler, Sigler: and Schlaut, 
Slout. 

The pastors of the German Reformed organiza- 
tion were Rev. Joseph Dallicker, V.D.M., in 1763 ; 
Rev. Caspar Wack, V.D.M., in 1783; and Rev. 
John Jacob Wack in 1795. 

During the pastorate of Rev. Joseph Dallicker, 
256 baptisms are recorded ; during that of Rev. 
Caspar Wack, 140; and during that of Rev. John 
Jacob Wack, 110; making 506. 

Their services were conducted and Parish Reg- 
ister kept in the German language. 


is 


Parish Register. 
October 14, 1763. 

This book has been bought for 3 shillings and 
six pence for the use of this reformed congregation 
Alexandria as a Chureh book. The elders of 
this congregation for the time being were chosen 


in 


as follows : 
1. Peter 
schlaut. 4. 


Dils. 2. Peter otto. 3. 


Henrich reinschmit. 


philippes 


Anno 1771 the elders are: 
Peter Dils, Phillip Sehlaut, Abraham Jung, 
Hermet Schmid, Peter Ohlback. 


Anno 1772. 
Peter Dils, Abraham Jung, 
Peter Ohlbach, Peter Blum. 


Hermet Schmid, 


Anno 1780. 
Peter Dils, Abraham Jung, 
Peter Blum, Paul Enders. 


Hermet Schmid, 


For the showing of your church furniture whieh 
belongs to this church and congregation, as fol- 
lows: Virst, a book called Conraht Meets postill, 
concerning the gospels, cost seventeen shillings 
and six pence. Second, a cloth for the altar cost 
seventeen shillings. Third, a cup. Fourth, a 
contribution plate (salpleth) cost six shillings. 
Fifth, a baptismal bowl cost twenty pence. 


CONFIRMATIONS. 
Confirmed March 29, 1769, through Fred Dalliker, 
VD Me 
Elza Margaritha Bitzer, Conrad Huner, 
Sabina Bohn, Conrad Horn, 
Gertraud Casper, Jacob Hollenburger, 
Johannes Casper, Maria Gertraud Hen, 
Johannes Dilts, Maria Schlaut, 
Eva Forschbach, Maria Catharine Schmid, 
Maria Catharine Schmid. 


19 May, 1771. 
Wilhelm Blom, Anna Margaritha Morkel, 
Anna Margaritha Eberts, Caspar Schmid, 
Anna Friman, Cornelius Schlaut, 
Peter Hohlenburger, Wilhelm Schmid, 
Hannes Engel Jung, Elisabeth Schmid, 
Eva Jung, Hannes Wels, 
Anna Maria Jung, Maria Margaritha Wein- 
Elizabeth Jung, garten, 

Elisabeth Wels. 


4 October, 1772. 


Johannes Loesch and his wife, Anna Margaritha. 


6 August, 1775. 

Johannes Eikel, 
Peter Firshbach, 
Wilhelm Firshbach, 
Elisabeth Ohlbach, 


Regina Bihm, 

Adam Blum, 

Peter Blum, 

Frederich Ebcher, 

Maria Enders, Philip Schlaut, 

Conrad Ebcher, Anna Maria Schmid, 
Hermet Weingarten. 


14 December, 1780. 
Elizabeth Ebcher, wife of Friedrich. 
Catharine Hen, wife of Wilhelin. 
Jacob Jung and his wife, Maria. 


? April, 1782. 

Paul Jung, 

Maria Elisabeth Jung, 
Catharina Kempel. 


Margrith Bloom, 
Jacob Enders, 
Elisabeth Firschbach, 


Marriages by John J. Wack, V. D. M. O., in Amwell 
and Alevandria. 

1796, Nov. 10.—Charles Rockefeller and Charity 
Albach, both of Alexandria. 

1795, Dec. 19.—George Lampen and Elisabeth 
Case, both of Alexandria. 

1797, Aug. 24.—Peter Henn and Sally Penwell, 
both of Alexandria. 

1800, Dee. 14.—Isaac Kitchen and Peggy Metler, 
both of Alexandria. 

1801, Feb. 20.—James Cooley and Polly Wright, 
both of Alexandria. 
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